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Tree

Prunus lusitanica
PORTUGUESE LAUREL TREE

Description This is a very hardy evergreen shrub or small tree. Its 
dense habit lends itself well to hedging and screening 
and as it responds well to pruning, it is even ideal as a 
large standard. Bark is blackish-brown and the leaves 
are glossy, dark green and oval in shape, with new 
growth being lime green in colour. Small white flower 
heads decorate the tree in spring followed by cherry-
like fruits which are green or reddish green at first, and 
turn dark purple or black as they ripen in late summer 
or early autumn.

Foliage  Evergreen

Form  Round

Mature Size 5 x 3m

Uses Prunus lusitanica can be used effectively as a layered 
backdrop to smaller trees and plants. Clipped, it makes 
a suitable hedge or screen.

Position & Soil Prefers a well drained, moist soil in a sunny or partly 
shady position but will tolerate dry periods once 
established. Takes well to pruning.

Features  Small

 Evergreen

 Round

 Coastal

 Feature Flower

 Formal Screening

 Hedging

Pot sizes in production • 40cm/27L (0.9-1.2m)
• 50cm/52L (1.2-1.4m)

https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/prunus-lusitanica-d6cg7
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/categories/evergreen-gb3bt
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/forms/round-3plke
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/heights/small-dzx5q
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/categories/evergreen-gb3bt
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/forms/round-3plke
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/categories/coastal-meeof
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/categories/feature-flower-gfio2
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/categories/formal-screening-pulfw
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/categories/hedging-cswmx
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/prunus-lusitanica-d6cg7
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/prunus-lusitanica-d6cg7


Substitutes • Acmena (syn. Syzygium) smithii 'BWNFIR' Firescreen 
™
• Arbutus unedo
• Cupressocyparis leylandii 'Castlewellan Gold'
• Cupressocyparis leylandii 'Leightons Green'
• Ficus microcarpa hillii
• Ficus microcarpa hillii 'Flash'
• Luma apiculata
• Magnolia (syn. Michelia) figo
• Magnolia grandiflora 'Exmouth'
• Magnolia grandiflora 'Kay Parris'
• Magnolia grandiflora 'Little Gem'
• Magnolia grandiflora 'St Mary's'
• Magnolia grandiflora 'Teddy Bear' ™
• Photinia glabra 'Rubens'
• Photinia robusta
• Pittosporum eugenioides 'Variegatum'
• Pittosporum tenuifolium 'Silver Sheen'
• Pittosporum tenuifolium 'Silver Song'
• Syzygium australe 'AATS' Pinnacle ™
• Syzygium australe 'Hinterland Gold'
• Syzygium australe 'ST1' Opal Maze
• Syzygium australe 'ST2'
• Syzygium australe 'Select Form'
• Thuja plicata fastigiata
• Viburnum odoratissimum 'Awabuki'
• Viburnum tinus
• Waterhousea floribunda 'ST1' Whisper (syn. 
Syzygium)

Disclaimer: The material contained on the Speciality Trees website is for general information only. Although much care has been 
taken to provide the information on its website, Speciality Trees does not warrant the accuracy, completeness or currency of this 
information and its suitability to your needs. All material listed on the Speciality Trees website, its associated links and product 
sheets are varieties either ready for sale or in production. This is an information source and not confirmation of availability. It is 
strongly recommended that users enquire about product availability independently of this source.

https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/acmena-syn-syzygium-smithii-bwnfir-firescreen-wcbe6
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/acmena-syn-syzygium-smithii-bwnfir-firescreen-wcbe6
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/arbutus-unedo-oxvc3
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/cupressocyparis-leylandii-castlewellan-gold-gwsmr
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/cupressocyparis-leylandii-leightons-green-shj8f
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/ficus-microcarpa-hillii-fgoly
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/ficus-microcarpa-hillii-flash-keeig
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/luma-apiculata-564h9
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/magnolia-syn-michelia-figo-dsgkg
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/magnolia-grandiflora-exmouth-w9dj4
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/magnolia-grandiflora-kay-parris-k0rc6
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/magnolia-grandiflora-little-gem-nnb4k
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/magnolia-grandiflora-st-marys-o8kbs
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/magnolia-grandiflora-teddy-bear-fm0hp
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/photinia-glabra-rubens-qhicw
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/photinia-robusta-xiewv
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/pittosporum-eugenioides-variegatum-dgo1j
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/pittosporum-tenuifolium-silver-sheen-shoav
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/pittosporum-tenuifolium-silver-song-5mk4x
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/syzygium-australe-aats-pinnacle-po6gz
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/syzygium-australe-hinterland-gold-pdbjj
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/syzygium-australe-st1-opal-maze-cu6vs
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/syzygium-australe-st2-e2bin
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/syzygium-australe-select-form-udbqf
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/thuja-plicata-fastigiata-dbak4
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/viburnum-odoratissimum-awabuki-edgyc
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/viburnum-tinus-jtgml
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/waterhousea-floribunda-st1-whisper-syn-syzygium-5hbpv
https://spectrees2.helmutdev.com/trees/waterhousea-floribunda-st1-whisper-syn-syzygium-5hbpv

